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HEADôS MESSAGE 

Becoming the Acting Headteacher at Chamberlayne has been a truly hum-

bling experience that has led my team and I to reflect on the weight of re-

sponsibility bestowed upon us.   It is a responsibility that my leaders will 

never shy away from.  We have honestly reflected on past business and we 

are, as a totally committed team, dedicated to creating a first class education 

experience for all students here at Chamberlayne. 

There is no doubt that this has been a turbulent start to 2017 for our stu-

dents and staff yet they have all coped with the changes, the expectations 

and the scrutiny admirably.  

 I am aware that students have had to endure a multitude of changes since 

January, some that they like such as the 5 period day and Epraise rewards 

and others that are less popular such as the enforcing of rules regarding mo-

bile phones, coats indoors and 

closing a school gate.  One 

thing I have been so proud of 

all of our students for, is the 

manner and maturity in which 

they have undertaken the 

changes.  It is our studentsô 

commitment to learning thatis 

really alteringðwell done all.    

Since arriving here in Sep, I 

have been bowled over by the 

immense potential of the 

young people and the staff.  I 

am in no doubt  that with the 

improvements that weôve put 

in place and with the plan for 

others to followðthe school 

will be considered very strong, very soon.  Already we see behaviour improv-

ing exponentially; attendance rising; progress increasing and the environ-

ment freshening up (see below). 

I am also very proud of the staff here at Chamberlayne.  We have asked a lot 

from them.  We have asked them to alter the way they do some things, im-

prove the quality of other things and above all do it with energy and a 

smileðno mean feat at all.  We are fortunate to have a tremendous staff 

body that have the students best interests at their hearts and with everybody 

pulling together and improving standards, we all know that it is the students 

who will benefit. 

Year 11s have been working really hard and preparing for their examination 
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GCSE Drama Students Act up with Aplomb! 

The college has looked a bit tired recently and money is tight as it is everywhere in educa-

tion, so what did we do?  A changing rooms competitioné of course!  Staff were asked to 

join teams and were given the challenge of making their learning space the best, the most 

vibrant environment for our young people.  Here at Chamberlayne we know that they de-

serve it and we will give our all to ensure 

they get it. Staff have been painting 

rooms, fixing curtains, creating displays, 

displaying studentsô work and throwing 

away rubbish!  All of this while being ex-

pected to start every lesson with passion 

and energy, provide óSmash Itô targets, 

challenge off task behaviour and teach 

superbly!  They have risen to the chal-

lenge.  The winner of the Changing Rooms 

competition isé Mr Slinn with Miss Ballôs 

Poetry corner really giving the judges 

something to think about. 

 

CHANGING ROOMS! 

The Drama 
department 
delivered a su-
perb afternoon 
of outstanding 
drama perfor-
mances as year 
11 pupils show-
cased their fi-
nal practical 
examination 
pieces.  They 
performed to 
an intimate 
audience of 
parents and 
staff in Mrs 
Saunderôs dra-

ma studio. Stu-
dents present-
ed 4 short 
plays that 
ranged from 
emotionally 
charged dra-
mas, óThe 
Floodô & 
óWhose Thel-
ma?ô to chal-
lenging physi-
cal theatre, in 
the play óFaceô 
and an out-
standing, gritty 
adaptation of 
óThe Woman 

  н 



OUR SPECIALITY... 

It has been a busy term in the Performing Arts faculty, with non-stop rehearsals, practical ex-

aminations and public performances taking place both in and outside of the school.  

We started the term with our annual Stars in their Eyes production, in which we saw many of 

our talented students take to the stage to perform as their favourite solo vocal artist, vocal 

group, dance group or rock band. All year groups were represented as students dazzled an en-

thusiastic audience, leaving our experienced panel of ócelebrityô judges with some difficult de-

cisions to make! Winners on the night included Most Outstanding Performance - Emma Win-

terton, Skye Stevens & Jaden Bowring presenting their memorable rendition of Lady Ga Gaôs 

Paparazi. Drama club won best entertainment with their hilarious comedy spoof of X-Factor 

and Best Dance went to Bobbie Smart and crew performing their scintillating version of Brit-

tany Spears óBaby One More 

Time.ô   

Our year 11 dancers have been 

just as busy in Miss Carpenters 

dance studio, rehearsing their set

-study pieces after school most 

evenings and developing their 

own choreographed dances in 

preparation for their final exami-

nations in the last week of this 

term. If youôd like to come and 

see some of the finished results, 

why not join us on the 4th of May 

for our first ever Dance Show-

case!   о 


